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You know that the last 4 years since we have been in different concentration
camps we have not laughed. We understood this. I, too, understood this, why

I could not laugh. After all, anybody going through this experience could never
laugh easily, but I also, these last 4 years, have wondered whether or not I

am normal because I could not cry, but today you have given us all a very great
gift, the gift of the ability to learn how to cry. You know that before the

war 6 years ago I used to go summers to visit my grandfather. My grandfather
loved the Bible and we used to spend hours memorizing passages from the Bible.

I have forgotten everything that he and I have learned except for one passage,
one passage from the Book of Ezekiel, a passage that we read as a Haphtorah

for the Shabboe dfi.Pesachs: This passage reads, 'And I will open your graves

and T will bring you up from your graves, My people, and I will bring you to

the land of Israel and you will know that I am G-d when I open up your graves
and when I bring you up from your graves, My people.' We are those that are
being brought open from the graves. We are the ones who have come out from

the concentration camps." With this he sat down. My friends, as Rabbi Lau
said, now Chief Rabbi of Israel, he acknowledged ‘the fact that he had been given
& great gift. He had learned how to cry. We owe our parents and our grandparents
a great gift, the gift of not only being able to kmow Judaism but also to feel
it. A Jew when he gets in trouble always knows how to ery, and we cry to the
Lord, our G-d. We know how to laugh and we know how to sing because we know
and recognize that G-d has given us a wonderful opportunity on this earth to

be His partner in creation. It is important that we realize that Judaism is

not just for the head but also for the heart, but that the heart alone is not
enough. We also need the head. It is important that we all know that we can
be compassionate, sensitive beings. Who is it that taught.us how to be compassionate,
sensitive human beings? It was our parents, our grandparents, those who have

gone before us. Yes, we have to remember them on Pesach. We have to remember

t
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them on Pesach because they taught us not only how to know about Judaism but
how to feel Judaism. Let us hope and pray that we will always act in accordance
with the tenets of our faith and that we will always act in compassionate adn
kind fashion, and that we will always feel in our heart and throughout all our
body what it means to be a human being, and let us hope and pray that we will
always cry and laugh at the right times and we will be the menstschen that our

parents and grandparents want us to be so the Mashiach will come quickly in

our day. Amen.
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In a few moments we will say yizkor. We will remember those who have gone before
us, esepcially our parents. It seems strange that on such a joyous holiday

as Pesach we add this note of sadness by remembering those wha have gone before.
Why should we feel that we have to mention those who have gone before us on

this holiday of great joy?

Pesach, as we all know, is a holiday of inclusion. This is a holiday in which

we include everyone. We, first of all, start the seder by inviting in the poor
people. We say, "This is the bread of affliction which our forefathers ate

in the land of Egypt. All that are hungry let them come and eat. All that

are needy let them come and celebrate the Pesach with us." In America we try

to pretend that there are no classes but there are classes. In fact, you can
almost pimpoint what the social and political views of a person will be depending
upon his class in society. The difference in America is that in America you

can change your class easily. Children can mave from one class to another,

which is different than in most of Europe and other countries where if you are
born in a certain class you stay in that class. Pesach is a holiday which iveledes
all classes of society. All parts of society have to be included at the Pesach
seder. We also include on this holiday all types of Jews. In fact, that is

why we say, "Blessed is He, Hamochum." Hamochum is another name for G-d and

it is all-inclusive. It means in Hebrew to place. We use this expression Hamochum
also on YOm Kippur when we say that Hamochum, that G-d, permits us to pray with
those who have transgressed, and we use it also at the time of shiva when we
include people who before that have been shunned.by the community. —Hamochum

is a term of inclusivity, and at the seder we have not only the wise son but

we also have the evil son as well as the simple son and the one who does not

know how to ask. At the seder, too, the women are given a very prominent role.
They are included in everything. Usually mitzvahs that are time bound women

are exempt, but when it comes to Pesach, to the seder, they are included in
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every aspect of the seder.

We also know that at the seder we have three matzahs, which stand for all the
different types of Jews, the Kohanim, the Levinim, the Israelites, and they

are all flat. The matzahs are flat to show that no Jew is higher than any other
Jew no matter what position he may have. We also learn about the different
rabbis who are speaking about the exodus from Egypt. These are 5 different
rabbis who have 5 different points of view, but, yet, they all got together

for the seder because the seder is a holiday of inclusiveness. The holiday

will include everyone. It will include all generations that should be together,
the father with the grandfather with the child and, if they are lucky, with

the great-grandfather. All the generations should be together.

We also remember those who have passed on, too, betause the holiday of Pesach
includes everybody. It includes the totality of the Jewish experience. In

fact, if we look at the four sons we will see that the chochum is referred to

as the wise son; he is not referred to as the righteous son. The opposite of
evil should be righteous, but either the wise son has much to learn on this
holiday of Pesach because the wise son is someone who feels Judaism with his

head but not with his heart, and he says, "Who was.commanded when G-d our G-d

has commanded you." He also uses the word you. To him we have to explain the
afikomen and all the other laws because it is not enough just to have an intellectual
appreciation of Judaism. You have to have a nitty gritty sppreciation of Judaism.
It has to permeate all your heart as well as .your head. It has to permeate

all your body. That is exactly what the seder is. The seder includes all our
senses. The seder is the seder in which we literally taste the bitterness of
Egypt, in which we sing the songs of freedom, and in which we taste the wine

of joy, of redemption. The evil son is really not such an evil son either.

After all, he is at a seder. He says, "Mah, what is this work to you?" but

he uses the word Avodah in Hebrew which means not Just work but which means
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also worship, so he is attracted at least by his heart to come to the seder.
He may not be able to understand it and may even reject it but he is there at

the seder. Therefore, we want him to know that his head should also be part

of the seder.

In our day and age there are many Jews who have made the mistake of feeling

that you can transfer nostalgia. Many Jews have Judaism in their heart but

they cannot transfer it to their children because they have not given them Jewish
religious experiences. The reason why a taste, a word, a smell can bring back
such wonderful memories is because you went through the actual experience, and
ever since you went through the actual experience of a total seder, a total
Pesach, a searching for chometz, of eating only matzah, that these are ingrained
in your heart and your body and even your mind so that it can be evoked by just

a smell, just a word, but for your children it cannot be done unless they have

also had the same experiences.

Then we have the simple son, a son who has perfect faith, but.he does not have
any questions. He is there with his heart but his mind has not been opened
to the religious aspects of Judaism. The mind also must be opened. Then you
have the one who does not know how to ask. Then you have one who is dragged
to the seder. He does not even know why but that little pinkel of Yid in him
is bringing him to the seder. For him you have to explain everything. You
have to make sure his heart and his mind and body are attached. At the seder
it is not enough to cry over the slavery of the Jewish people in Egypt. You
also have to rejoice at the greatest happenings of our freedom. Therefore,

it is a tragedy many times when you look at Hagaddahs and the first half of
the Hagaddah is stained but the last half of the Hagaddah after the meal is
clean. It is almost brand new because people have only learned about the sadness

of being a Jew but not the joy of being a Jew. People always ask the question,
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why is that we have to open the door for Elijah? After all, if he is such a
miraculous person that he can visit every Jewish home on the night of Pesach

and drink a little bit of wine without becoming tipsy, why do we have to open
the door for him? Let him come. through the door without opening it. The truth
of the matter is he does not need us to open the door for him, but we need to
open the door for him because if we do not open the door he will not come to

our home, into our hearts. We have to prepare ourselves to receive him. We
have to be there. We have to take the initiative. This is true with all Jewish
practices. Jewish practices have to affect not just our head but also our heart
and our body. They have to make us sing and they have to also allow us to cry.
Every time the Jewish people got in trouble they cried to G-d and G-d heard

our cry. VYes, this is a Pesach of all-inclusiveness because it was our parents
and grandparents who taught us not only the principles of Judaism but also how
to sing and how to cry. They taught us that you cannot be a mentsch unless
you-able to sing and dance at a wedding and able to cry at a funeral and on
Tisha B'Av and the bad happenings and the slavery of other peoples, not even
the Jewish people. Elijah represents the redemption of all the world. We have
to be able to feel the pain of all the world. Hitler accused us of being a
sentimental people but unless you are a sentimental person you cannot be a compassionate
person. Pesach is to transform us from a person who can potentially be compassionate

to a’person who has to be compassionate, who empathizes and feels with everyone.

I am reminded of the story that is told by Rabbi Lau, a true story. Rabbi Lau
was born in Poland but when he was only 2 years old the war broke out, and his
parents were quickly assembled and sent. to their deaths, but his brother, who
later became a consul general in New York, somehow managed to save him, and
even though he was in concentration camps, and the Germans if they found a child
in the concentration camps would immediately throw him into the gas chambers,

somehow the other inmates of the concentration camp were able to save him.
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When the war was over he was 8 years old and he was among two other children

of the concentration camps, most of them from Bergen Belsen, he came from Buchenwald,
who were taken to a sanitarium in France where they would learn how to eat again,
where they could regain their health. One day they were given a quarter slice
of bread and after 2 or 3 days they were given half a slice of bread and after

4 or 5 days maybe given three-quarters-of a slice of .bread because if they would
eat too much food too soon it would kill them. They were under the wonderful
care of a woman named Rachel Mintz. He was the youngest from Buchernwald but
there were two other children from Bergen Belsen who were even younger than

he was. One day Rachel Mintz gathered together her 200 children, ranging from

6 to 16 or 17, and she said, "Children, tomorrow we are going to have visitors
and I want you to behave and I want you to applaud their speeches. The head

of the French army in the district and the governor of this French district

is coming, the.mayor is coming, there are different Polish officials who are
coming who the Poles were helping support this camp since the children were

all from Poland, and I'want you to applaud their speeches and to behave." The
children looked at Rachel Mintz and spontaneously said, "We will not count.

We won't be there. After all, the Poles helped the Nazis destroy the Jews and
the French did not 1ift a finger." Well, Rachel did not know what to say but
she turned to the children and said, "Children, but they are going to bring
presents. "And do you know," Rabbi Lau said, "what presents mean to children
who have not received a present for over 6 years?" but the children said, "No,
these are the people who killed our parents. Anyway, we are not going to stay
in France. We are on our way to the lsnd of Israel." She pleaded with them

and said, "Please, children, come at 4:00 p.m. tomerrow and, please, behave."
The children again said no but finally she knew that she had to convince them
because not only was their welfare at stake but:also the welfare of future groups

of children, of Holocaust children, was at stake, because if they would withdraw
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their financial support, how would she be able to take care of these other children?
The children were adamant. They had already known people coming who wanted to

take pictures with the Holocaust children, but when she said, "Do it for me,"

they relented. What else could they do? They made an agreement among themselves
that they could come but they ‘would not applaud any speeches and they would

not look at any of the guests. Their faces.would be glued to the ground, and

so it was. As each speaker got up the children all looked at the ground. In

fact, there was a picture published in one of the French papers which showed

Mrs. Mintz holding a microphone in her hand with behind her rows of children

all of which you could see were their bald, shaved heads. Finally, at the last
speaker Rachel Mintz said, "I want you all to listen to Mr. Goldberg. Mr. Goldberg
was born in Lunge, and he lost his wife and family in the war. He had had property
in France before the war so after he was liberated from the concentration camp

he went to France to secure his property. He has decided to use all this property
to help support the children who survived the Holocaust. Mr. Goldberg,' she

said, "would you please come forward?" Mr. Goldberg took one look at the .children
and this time the children realized that they could not keep their faces glued

to the ground because he was one of theirs, so they lifted up their eyes almost

as one to look at Mr. Goldberg. Mr. Goldberg was very emotional. He grabbed

the microphone and he really could not say almost anything, especially now when
all the eyes of the 200 children were on him. He just looked at the children

and said, "Tireh Kinder, tireh kinder," and then he burst out crying and could

not go on and sat down. All of a sudden, in back of him 200 children started

to cry and they sobbed and cried and cried for 5 or 10 minutes. Finally, one

of them named Aaron, got up, a 16 year-old who is now a.doctor in Israel, and

he said, "I want to thank you for coming to visit us. I want to. thank you for

the great present that you gave us. 1 am not thanking you for the physical

presents that you gave us but for the one present that you gave us unintentionally.




